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TURTLE TIME

GaLUP GOSSIP

Spring has sprung – and the turtles 
are hatching. Despite water quality
issues, we’re seeing more of them 
now.  And in all sizes!  Some are 
basking in the sun, some just trying 
to get across the path. It seems that 
they’re easier to spot between 
around 11am and 2pm. 
That may change as the temperatures rise. Lake-lovers 
have posted some great pics on our Facebook Page

This baby – about the size of a 50c piece 
– was rescued by students from the
Bold Park Community School. They’re
very vulnerable from predators – and
human feet when they’re this small.

Christine Tonkin 
captured this 

stunning shot on 
the northern side 

of the lake

FRIENDS OF GALUP 

WINTER PLANTING

Winter planting on the western side of 
the lake has looked  more like winter 
drowning.  The first threat to the 
survival of the  sedges survival  was 
the swamp hens, who picked them 
out just for fun!  (They don’t eat them – 
probably just looking for goodies in 
the soft soil.) And then it was the 
record-breaking rain that raised lake 
levels significantly and drowned too 
many. Will they survive? 
We’ll find out soon enough, but nature 
may find a way!

(ToC’s Natural Environment Officer Karen 
Schmidt has provided a video on how to plant 
out seedlings properly. 
https://tinyurl.com/ToC-how-to-plant)

WEED WARRIORS
What’s a weed? It can be so hard to tell! 
At our August Busy Bee, botanist Vanda Longman provided us 
with plenty of information and samples to help the Friends of 
Galup Volunteers discern what’s a weed and what is a plant 
that contributes to a better environment.  It will take time and 
more learning to be sharp in this challenge, but having such 
expert help is a wonderful start.

Support us by becoming a Financial Member of Friends of Galup.
Go to www.FOGLM.org and click MEMBERSHIP on the home page.

http://www.foglm.org/


FUND RAISING EFFORTS 
Our fundraising Quiz Night
at Albert’s on Cambridge St 
was a great success and a 
lot of fun.  Thanks go to the
 team at Alberts – especially
 Luke, our MC, who  kept us 
sharp with some intriguing 
questions. We’ll do it again! 

July’s Bunnings sausage 
  sizzle was another 
success for us, despite

  some pretty awful 
weather. The generosity of Wembley IGA was also 
appreciated – as they provided most of the 
ingredients for what we sold. And we salute the 
very brave Friends of Galup volunteers who 
endured some tough conditions! 

SNIPPETS:
SEPTEMBER BUSY BEE 
CANCELLED!
For the first time ever, we had to 
cancel a Busy Bee! This is where our 
volunteers meet up at an advertised 
location to spend a few hours doing 
what we can to improve this amazing 
Galup environment. September had 
a weeding focus as this is when all 
plants around the lake wake up and 
start growing again. 
Our scheduled September Sunday 
turned out to be a really wild one - 
extreme winds and heavy
showers. So we waited 
and  then decided it wasn’t
very clever. And so we’ll 
be weeding again in
October. 
Look out  for the signs  we 
place around the lake to 
confirm the date and time. 
We’d love you to join us!

NOTE: Town of Cambridge has 
also scheduled spraying where the 
weeds are rampant. And yes, they use a 
chemical that is suited and safe for 
waterside areas.

PELICAN PERCH DOES A FLIP
In the southern corner of the lake – near the playground 
and jump track – was a favourite pelican corner . But it 
turned on its side when the high water levels loosened 
the anchoring that the tree roots had provided. 
That’s Nature at work! Maybe it will become a favourite 
perching spot for other species?

It’s duckling time 
and parents are vigilant!



An interesting comment about the Carp in the lake in a recent Facebook 
post on the Friends of Galup/Lake Monger page yielded an insightful 
ongoing conversation. Ben Moore, Hydrogeologist Don McFarlane, and 
others noted interesting information about carp and the lake. 
The real headache with Carp is their astonishing ability to lay so many  
eggs.  A female can produce over 500,000 eggs That’s why they’re such a 
challenging pest. 
Town of Cambridge are experimenting with electrocution methods that 
stun the carp so they can be netted, but don’t affect other fauna. 
We’ll wait and see!

LOOKING BACK
The lake and its surrounds have suffered from 
many of the practices that settlement has 
created. Pests, reclamation, rubbish dumping 
are just some of the impacts on Galup since 
the 1820s. 

Many people have no idea what this area has 
been subjected to. Practices that were 
common in earlier times left their mark.

One such occurrence was the spraying of the 
lake’s surface after a massive smothering of 
the surface by hyacinth weed in 1948. This 
resulted in the spraying of hormex over the 
surface.  The impact of this is mind-boggling.

Removing that impact is an epic task, but one 
we are committed to addressing. 

UWA environmental studies 

students take a closer look
We recently hosted a large group of 
Master’s students at the lake, in 
preparation for their assignments on 
environmental management. It was a 
perfect day for outdoor learning.

We have an ongoing connection with the 
faculty and so look forward to hosting 
them again.

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT CARP



INSTAGRAMWEBSITE FACEBOOK

www.foglm.org

Weeding and Rubbish 
pick-up 

Meet at the Conservation Path near 

the south-western side of the lake,
(near the playground and jump track)

This is a NO DOGS zone

Sunday 12th October
9.00am – 10.30am 

MORNING TEA
to follow 

in the picnic space
(Bring your Keep Cup!)

Next Busy Bee

Friends of Galup/Lake  Monger  (FOGLM) 
is a volunteer group, working to protect, restore, 
and enhance the flora and fauna of the lake and 

to  share our knowledge  of its history. 

 We aim to ensure that current and future generations 
can enjoy an enhanced lake environment. 

 Visit our website to find out about our planting and 
weeding Busy-Bees, and how you can contribute to the 

wellbeing of the lake. 

Join us 
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