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Next Busy Bee

Friends of Galup (FoG) is a 
volunteer group, working to protect, restore, 

and enhance the flora and fauna of the lake and 
to  share our knowledge  of its history. 

        We aim to ensure that current and future generations 
can enjoy an enhanced lake environment. 

 Visit our website to find out about our planting and 
weeding Busy-Bees, and how you can contribute to the 

wellbeing of the lake. 

Join us 

INSTAGRAMWEBSITE FACEBOOK

Join us 

Next Busy Bee

SUNDAY 13th 
September

FROM 9.00AM TO 10.30AM

Come and help by
Weeding, OR Collecting 

Rubbish
ꟷ or  by checking  on  our  new p lant ings ! 

Join us!

Newsletter printing courtesy of 
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR CURTIN
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Djilba (August - September) 2026 

GALUP  in the season of GROWTH 

GaLUP GOSSIP

4,500 NATIVE PLANTS IN THE GROUND –

                                AND THEY’RE NOW THRIVING

Support us by becoming a Financial Member of Friends of Galup.
Go to www.FOGLM.org and click MEMBERSHIP on the home page.

Djilba is the season of growth in the Aboriginal calendar. And 
we’ve been enjoying some beautiful days. The Conservation Path 
on The Eastern side of the lake of the Conservation Path is glowing 
with native flowers – such as the specimens colouring this page. 

We’ve had plenty of people enjoying what this lakeside reserve 
offers. Take a closer look at the pics below– you might even spot 
yourself in one of them! 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who turned up to support our 
Busy Bee planting sessions. And welcome to new FoG members – 
Paul, and Ari & family ꟷ good to have you on board. 

We planted a record number of plants – five sites along the 
conservation corridor, and a large plot at the top of the lake. 

This big site is Stage One of creating a pathway for our long-
necked turtles as they return to home base to hatch their eggs.  

Our August Busy Bee is focusing on keeping these sites ‘weed-free’ 
so these seedlings continue to thrive.

Some of the Planting Army in action
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http://www.foglm.org/


The Galup water quality issue
If you've ever wondered what's really happening
 beneath the surface of our wetlands, this was 
the night to find out.

More that 70 interested locals packed out Lake Monger 
Recreation Club to hear from the experts and interested 
parties. Hosted by Friends of Perry Lakes and Friends of 
Galup, we listened to the findings of those who have 
observed and monitored the deterioration of water 
quality in our area, along with those engaged in relevant 
research. 

We first heard from Dr Don McFarlane on what our Perry 
Lakes citizen scientists have uncovered so far — 
decades of water level history, seasonal water quality 
trends, and what our monitoring is telling us about the 
health of the lakes. 

Diana Blackie shared the Friends of Galup story and 
some sobering numbers on declining water bird 
populations, a timely reminder of what's at stake if our 
wetlands don't get the attention they need. 

And Dr George Crisp closed out the formal presentations with a fascinating look at the human 
side of the equation — how green and blue spaces support our mental and physical health, and 
the real risks posed by algal blooms.

The night wrapped up with a lively Q&A, with Dr Don McFarlane, Dr George Crisp, Dr Jeff 
Cosgrove and Professor Matt Hipsey fielding questions from the floor — including some great 
ones from Town of Cambridge Mayor Gary Mack. 

It was fantastic to see so much genuine curiosity and care for our local lakes in one room.

[This event was made possible through 
funding from the WA State NRM Program 
—  supporting our growing Citizen 
Science program at Perry Lakes.]

Awareness + Understanding + knowledge + commitment to action 
is how progress will be made. Let’s keep up the momentum



What the legislation says:
It’s definitely complicated and there are only a few 
signs around the lake that spell it out.
There are numerous Acts that together, make it 
clear that fishing is not a compatible activity at 
Galup. Such as:
• Conservation and Land Management Act – 

regulating activities within a Crown Reserve
• Biodiversity Conservation Act – protecting native 

fauna and flora in the Galup Reserve
• Fish Resources Management Act – recreational 

fishing is only lawful when the management of 
the specific reserve says so. It is not a universal 
right.

• Animal Welfare Act – ensuring protected species 
and wildlife are not harmed.

What the risks are:
The lake at Galup currently carries warnings for elevated 
E. coli bacteria and blue-green algae (cyanobacteria). 
These warnings exist because contact with the water may pose 
a health risk.
• That risk affects those who handle fish, bait, and fishing gear 

contaminated with lake water. People (and animals) can 
become ill by accidentally swallowing water, touching their 
mouths or eyes with contaminated hands, or inhaling water 
spray during algal blooms.

• Exposure can cause severe stomach cramps, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, skin rashes, eye irritation and breathing problems. 

• Blue-green algae also produce toxins that can affect the liver 
or brain & nervous system

Lake visitors need to be 
educated about:
• the personal health risks with any sort of  

contact with lake water.
• The impact of rubbish and food waste/bait  

to wildlife. (Bread is toxic to many species – 
as is dumped food).

• The risks to wildlife and people from 
discarded hooks and fishing line.

None of the above is at all pleasant for people or wildlife…

These guidelines and protections 
are ecologically – rather than 
fisheries based:
• Galup is a shallow urban wetland with 

internationally important waterbird habitat.
• Fishing lines and hooks present entanglement 

and ingestion hazards to black swans, pelicans, 
ducks and other waterbirds.

• The wetland is managed primarily for 
conservation, bird breeding and passive 
recreation rather than recreational fishing.

• The Town therefore also prohibits other water-
based activities such as boating and kayaking. 

THE SAD STORY OF THIS 
LONG-NECKED TURTLE:

One of our Friends of Galup spotted this dead 
creature in the swales recently – you may have 
seen the story in various media. 
The visible hook in its mouth – with fishing line 
attached – shows how it died. It highlights that 
fishing puts wildlife at Galup at risk. 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

